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THE CHLNEY Neil Lomb

A cluster of tenbs cracedy if that is the word, the croek flats at the
foot of it. Lindsay, that fino sunday morning in September 1956. The day
before, as leader of the trip, I had dutifully spent my time encouraging some
twenty odd members of the Brisianc Telkins Club ul” the normal route of
Nt. Lindsay .~ 5 viring, somcevhat frusirati ngg but ultimetely r wardine
Procedurc. Today was to bo sbunt on It. Erncst, o lesser eminence between
A%« Barncy ana Mt. lindsay, - =2 prospect which did not greatly endear itgels
to me, Three thousand foot above, thc last whisps of morning cloud
driftod 1dly along Lindecsay's sunmit cliffline.,

Gazing at tho freat cliffs I foolishly remzrkod to iton Brooks that 2z
large crevice Tuming directly up tho mein lower faco locked rromising and
would be worth invcs‘ciggating onc day.

Twenty minutesg later, girdled Wwith rope and hardwear, in company with
itony, I wag slomsing up tho never-ending grass slopes which form the lower
two—thirds of +he rountain, I had successiully delegated my leader's

cuties elsewherc, and Teeling very like a truant schoolboy, was impatient %o
get to grim with our pProposcd route.

AT this time only two routes existed up tZhe mountains the normal route
by the north-easitcrn corner, of no technical £ cul bty and Vidl'er 's Chimney
on the northern face, successfully climbed in 1953, P ETREEg o ==

At the base of the cliffline we traverged rizht to the foot of the
crevice, which appearcd +to €ain chimney-like dimensions higher, roped up :
and commendcd climbing. The first hundrod feoet led over moderate ground
untlil a large boulder sittins in the chimney wes roachod, This rock, some
eight fect in diamcter, wo bypassad with some nervousness, on its right-hand
side. On being gently tested for sccutiry from above it swiftly disappeared
from view, reappcared much lowcr down romoving a small tree in its flight
and eventually camec to rest some six hundred feet lowers needless to say,

all to the accompaniment of an appalliing racket, e fervently hoped that the
din would not carry to-the party on nearby IErnest and vhat there were no
panic merchants proesent in that group., Ron took this occasion to point out

Wwe were on, rather than in, a FNational Park and we ghouldn't throw stones.,
I'm still unsurec as to whother op not he was scrious.,

At this point the chimney narrowed considerably and in alternatc leads
a vertical pitch of scme 130 feoot was nNegetiated in traditional chimneying
stylc.

A belay stancc wes sct Up on a chockstone with Piton protection, .
Direcdtly above us' the chimney overhuns ferociously, a dismal Frospect, and
we paused for refuellin:;.,  Time had passcd all too quickly and 2,500 fect
below the bus had arrived at the campsite and a number of minute dots beman to
file aboard and wait, anl wait and wait,




THRUTCH January 1966 9
I NININ_——.——ms e smmsmie———

M

| Ye reluctantly deeided to leave the comparative sccubity of the
¢himney and break out +o the left by means of a shallow ascending groove.
1 arranged myself comrortably, feot on the thin edge of the chockstone,
bz;a,ck against the far wall of the shimncy and fed out the rope as Ron
disappeared from view,

s 3 ) Consideratle timec nassedy +the bus far below
remained motionlesss

I remained motionlesss only the rope moved out fitfully
and then a worried and

disembodicd voice instructed me to come up but to
be careful as the belay was o

T a somewhat dubious naturc.

Traversing out of the chimney, I found mysclf on a near vertical well
of loose rock, dirt and &rass = mainly dirt. The wall underncath was
undercut and the nc:t thing

visiwle was the top of the grass slope 400 fect
below. I burrowed for foot and ha,

: andholds and dug my way up to Ron. Sixty
feet of scrambling then leod to the timbcr—covercd verandah. A longing
glance at the 150 foot second cliffline, a frantic glance at the departing sun

and waiting bus and we werc racing in a tangle of rope around the verandah.
A record descent of the nornm

al routc and foothills and we were back to Campe

A relieved and somewhat hored busleoad of walkers greeted us and we
were gratified to find that our gear had bocen packed and loaded,
back at the mountain glowipg in the evening light and
the city and its working 1life

A quick look

we were offy back to
- but what a whacko day!
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A NOTE ON FEDERATTON John Davis
i Pederation Peak is Australia's mountain.

The air can be clear and cold,
jhe exposure spectacular. The land drops steeply into a lake far below but

rises easily out to the other side.

Federation is pure rock, the ridge leading to it a seriecs of spires. From
a distance it appears to be in council with the Rain God, accompanied by his
Court of clouds. Rumbles and flashes emanatc from within as the weather is
aqecided.

The climber is in a world built for his breed alones he and the flowers

just hang on as the rock tilts up. The skyline has been cut out by lightning
and appears to bleed the clouds of their load.

Poaks are guarded by
scoparia - and people's desire for comfort.

It isy; in fact, a Liliput, a small corner of 2 vast continent left alone
te build its defencess 1o guard its heart.

Those living in thc surrounding farms ask us "Vhat's it like up there?

But it is hard to explain,
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